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that the important sheikhs of this district are the
two chiefs of the Beni Hassan, Alwan and Umran.
It is difficult to get any accurate account of the
history of their dealings with or against the Turks.
The Nawab states that it was only his sending
Muhammad Hussein (now with you) to them which
prevented them from sacking the holy cities as soon
as the Turks had left them. There is distinct un-
easiness in both towns as to their probable future
attitude. Sayed Hadi, who owns a large house on
the left bank just below Kufa, appears to have
great influence among the tribes. He is on his way
to Kadhimain,, and I promised to mention to you
that he is ill and would be glad of medical advice.
I explained at the same time that you would be
glad to see him if he wished to pursue the matter
further.
One of the most important needs of this district is
some form of news service. Distorted versions of
actual occurrences arc a source of danger, As an
example, there is a story of a soldier having at-
tempted to enter the Shrine at Kadhimain. On the
whole, however, the general impression is that
every respect is being paid to holy places, I have
heard it stated that immediately on our arrival we
fire a salute of 100 guns to the Shrine at Kadhimain.
I promised Sheikh Fakhruddin that he would not
be forgotten if it was decided later on to print a
news-sheet in Baghdad. He would also be grateful
for some copies of the Arabic map of the world.
Rumours are being spread that troops are being
sent down here. We have more than once been
asked whether it is true that cavalry have started
for Diwaniyah. I have always professed ignorance
as to movements of troops, explaining that even if I
knew anything i should be bound to say I knew
nothing.
Our greeting here was more impressive than at